Axillary reverse mapping using 99mTc-SC: a case illustration.
Lymphedema is a common complication in breast carcinoma patients undergoing axillary lymph node dissection. Although there is a significant reduction in the lymphedema rate with sentinel lymph node biopsy compared to axillary lymph node dissection, there is some risk after sentinel lymph node biopsy. Axillary reverse mapping, an emerging concept aims at identifying and preserving the draining lymph node of the arm that is invariably devoid of malignancy. This concept if validated may prevent lymphedema in breast carcinoma patients. Axillary reverse mapping node can be identified using a radiotracer or blue dye. We describe the procedure using filtered Tc-SC.